
According to a study done by Forbes 
magazine in 2020, women made up 46% 
of video gamers, but only 16% of wom-
en made up executive teams of the top 
14 gaming companies. Lisa Brunette has 
carved out her space in the male-domi-
nated gaming space by creating her own 
company, Brunette Games, headquartered 
in St. Louis. 

In 2009, Brunette transitioned from her 
career as a news editor and then freelance 
writer to writing scripts for video games. 
After working for companies including 
Nintendo, Big Fish Games and Take-Two 
Interactive as a narrative designer, she 
identified a need in the industry for sto-
rytelling and character development. In 
2018, Brunette formed her own company. 

“With the success of my first three proj-
ects, ‘Matchington Mansion,’ ‘Choices: 
Veil of Secrets’ and ‘Sender Unknown,’” 
Brunette said, “I was swamped with writ-
ing requests and saw that I could realize 
my dream to create a studio of writers pro-
viding storytelling services to the game 
industry.”

Since then, her company has been creat-
ing characters and narratives for popular 
games such as “Merge Mansion,” “Solitaire 
Grand Harvest,” and “Jellipop Match.” 

Being part of an underrepresented com-
munity in the gaming profession hasn’t 
posed as a significant issue for Brunette, 
who while working for other companies 
was on teams that were gender-balanced. 
She attributes that to the kind of work she 
does and the primary audience it attracts.

“Except for a brief stint where I was 

only one of three women in a 30-person 
office, I’ve always been able to find other 
non-traditional game professionals, even 
if women only make up 10% of the indus-
try, which was true when I started, or 30%, 
which I believe is where we are now,” Bru-
nette said. “I think it helps that I design 
and write games mainly for older wom-
en. I don’t work on first-person shooters, 
but rather story-driven puzzle games, and 
those attract a diverse set of creatives to 
write them.”

In addition to gender not posing a chal-
lenge when she worked at other compa-
nies, she’s not finding it to be an issue run-
ning her own company. Brunette faces the 
same trials as other small business owners 
regardless of gender.
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The top of their game
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A sampling of some of the games produced by Brunette Games. 
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Brunette Games, headquartered in St. Louis, represents one of the few 
female-owned companies in the video game industry
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The city of Florissant’s 
Parks and Recreation 
Department will host its 
First Annual Glow in the 
Dark Pickleball Tourna-
ment on Feb. 25, at the 
James J. Eagan Center 
Gym located at #1 James 
Eagan Drive. 

This pickleball tourna-
ment will start at 9 a.m. 

and will have a mixed 
double division and 
men’s division. Open to 
ages 12 and older. The 
cost is $40 per team. 
Registration has already 
begun, but there is still 
time to register your 
team. All participants 
will receive a shirt. Win-
ners will get a one-of-a-
kind trophy. Lights will 
be out, and the black 
lights will shine. 

To register your team 
or for more information, 
please visit or call either 
community center. Call 
the JJE Center at 314-
921-4466 or the JFK 
Center at 314-921-4250. 
For questions email Mis-
sy at mwilkes@floris-
santmo.com.
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Why do we observe the American Heart 
Association’s American Heart Month every 
February? Well, it’s because every year more 
than 600,000 Americans die from heart dis-
ease. As the No. 1 cause of deaths for most 
groups, heart disease affects all ages, genders 
and ethnicities. Risk factors include high 
cholesterol, high blood pressure, smoking, 
diabetes and excessive alcohol use.

This is the perfect time to learn important 
numbers like your blood pressure, low-densi-
ty lipoprotein (LDL) cholesterol level, as well 
as your blood glucose level, or triglyceride 
level. More importantly, you need to know 
what these number should be. Knowing 
these important heart health numbers could 
very well save your life. 

There are free and convenient screening 
opportunities in the community this month 
to learn your numbers. One such opportuni-
ty that I invite you to attend is the Take Heart 
BJC screening event being held at Christian 
Hospital this Saturday, Feb. 18, from 9 a.m.-1 
p.m. in the Detrick Building Atrium at 11133 
Dunn Rd., where you can participate in free 
screenings for blood pressure, cholesterol 
and glucose with an evaluation by a health 
care professional. Registration is required by 
visiting bjc.org/HeartScreenings or calling 
314-747-9355. 

And it’s important to know how to keep 
your heart healthy. You can take an active 
role in reducing your risk for heart disease 

by eating a healthy diet, engaging in physical 
activity and managing your cholesterol and 
blood pressure. This is a great chance to start 
some heart-healthy habits!

Here are some valuable common-sense 
tips to empower everyone to take control of 
their heart health: 
1. Find time to be active. Aim for at least 150 

minutes of physical activity each week. 
Take an afternoon stroll or try an exercise 
class. A fitness buddy can help you keep on 
track.

2. Make healthy eating a habit. Small changes 
in your eating habits can make a big differ-
ence. Try making healthier versions of your 
favorite recipes. How? Look for ways to 
lower sodium and trans-fat, and add more 
fruits and vegetables. 

3. Quit tobacco – for good! Smoking ciga-
rettes and using other tobacco products 
affects nearly every organ in your body, 
including your heart. Quitting can be 
tough, but it can be easier when you feel 
supported. Call the Missouri Quit Line at 
1-800-QUIT-NOW (1-800-784-8669) for 
information and resources. 

4. Know your numbers. High blood pressure 
and high cholesterol are major risk fac-
tors for heart disease. Ask your health care 
team to check your blood pressure and 
blood cholesterol levels regularly and help 
you take steps to control your levels. 

5. Stick to the ‘script. Taking our medications 
can be tough, especially if you feel fine. But 
sticking with your medication routine is 
important for managing and controlling 
conditions that could put your heart at risk.
With Valentine’s Day celebrated this 

month, I can’t help but once again mention 
that love is good for the heart too – whether it 
be romantic love, or love for family members, 
friends or pets. That open-hearted feeling of 
love simultaneously fills us with vitality and 
peace. Heartbreak, on the other hand, can 
create cardiac stressors and lead to depres-
sion, making mental health services and sup-
port groups important to overall wellbeing 
and heart health.   

Wit all this in mind, there’s no time like 
the present, especially during Heart Month, 
to take advantage of the easiest way to start a 
heart-healthy journey and get screened! 

Take charge and know your heart health 
numbers!

Rick Stevens, FACHE, 
is Christian Hospital 
President. 

The opinions ex-
pressed in this column 
are the columnist’s alone 
and do not reflect the 
opinion of the owners 
or staff of Community 
News.

Heart Month is a good time to become heart smart

Florissant to host First 
Annual Glow in the Dark 
Pickleball Tournament 

“I think more than my gender, what’s most 
been challenging in my career has been my sta-
tus as a small business owner,” she explained. 
“Increasingly, the world is built to work against 
us, with rules and regulations often favoring 
large corporations at the expense of mom-and-
pop shops like Brunette Games.”

The first person Brunette hired on her team 
was her husband, Anthony Valterra, who had 
“steered” the ever-popular brands, “Dungeons 
& Dragons” and “Avalon Hill for Wizards of 
the Coast.”   

“He’s very talented at navigating complex 
systems like government bureaucracies,” she 
said. “That helps me immensely, as he can deal 
with red tape while I concentrate on develop-
ing our creative team and projects.”

In terms of other employees, Brunette has 
made the effort to create an inclusive team, 
hiring women and BIPOC and LGBTQ+ writ-
ers and game designers. Their experience and 
work has contributed to the success of the small 
business that includes having developed proj-
ects for the show “Family Guy,” the candy M&M’S 
and Disney’s overwhelmingly popular brand, “Fro-
zen.”

“Every writer on the team has a writing degree and 
years of experience, and some of us have advanced 

writing degrees and/or decades of experience,” Bru-
nette said, “Our voice actors’ credits include film, 
TV, and the stage, as well as high-profile games like 
‘Angry Birds’ and ‘Dying Light.’ We’re, simply put, 
the best.”

Submitted photo 
The crew at Brunette Games helps develop stories and characters for video games.



United Way of Greater St. Louis is partnering with 
local tax coalitions to provide free tax preparation ser-
vices to St. Louis-area families with a household in-
come of $60,000 or less in 2022. 

Almost all tax site locations require appointments 
this year that can be scheduled online or by phone, 
though there are still a few walk-in locations available. 
Local residents can dial 211 or visit 211helps.org to find 
their nearest tax preparation site, learn how to make an 
appointment or get more information.  

“As our communities face uncertain economic 
times, we are proud to be able to continue to offer free 
tax preparation assistance to our neighbors and local 
families,” said Debbie Irwin, community economic de-
velopment director, United Way of Greater St. Louis. 
“These services give people an alternative to paying for 
costly tax preparation fees. Trained volunteers work to 

make sure families receive all the tax credits they qual-
ify for, which will help families boost their income and 
put more dollars towards their basic needs or other 
beneficial investments like furthering their education 
or paying down debt.” 

Last year, United Way’s tax coalition partnership filed 
more than 17,000 tax returns in the St. Louis region, 
helping local low- and middle-income families receive 
more than $21 million in tax refunds. 620 IRS-certi-
fied volunteers contributed over 41,000 hours to pro-
vide free tax preparation services for people across the 
region. United Way’s tax coalition partners include 
Metro - St. Louis Community Tax Coalition, Gateway 
EITC Community Coalition, National Association of 
Black Accountants – St. Louis Chapter, and St. Louis 
Tax Assistance Program.   

United Way has long focused on helping to raise 

awareness about the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), 
a federal and Missouri state tax credit that helps off-set 
the tax burden for low-income working families. The 
average national EITC refund in 2022 was $2,043. Ac-
cording to the IRS, in 2022, more than 31 million work-
ers and families nationwide received over $64 billion 
in EITC.    

“During this period of economic uncertainty, the 
Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credits make 
a meaningful difference in the lives of working families 
with children,” Irwin added. “The tax credits also help 
both low- and moderate-income families increase their 
income, maintain their housing, and invest in their 
children. Research has shown that the Earned Income 
Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit have additional long-
term societal benefits, including increasing child-well-
being, health, and future earnings.” 

Millennium Park is one of Creve Coeur’s largest 
parks, occupying 25 acres and serving thousands of 
residents and park goers across the region. It features 
two playgrounds, a seasonal splash pad, a pavilion that 
seats 100, a barbecue grill, a 0.6-mile walking trail, a 
soccer field, a softball and baseball field and more. 

The main playground was built in 2002 and the 
secondary playground was built in 2008.  Since most 
municipal playgrounds have a life expectancy of 15-20 
years, Millennium Park will be getting an upgrade.

The decision to renovate the park was influenced by 
Creve Coeur residents.

“The process to develop the Millennium Park master 
plan included community engagement through vir-
tual town hall meetings, survey work and stakeholder 
meetings,” said Jason Valero, Creve Coeur Director of 
Recreation. “Participants in the public meetings and 
survey ranked walking trails, nature trails and play-
ground equipment as important park features to main-
tain or improve.”

Work on the renovations for Millennium Park will 
begin in the fall of this year and continue through spring 
of next year. In 2021 the city of Creve Coeur developed 
a master plan of concepts for upgrades to the park that 
include a larger playground, more shaded areas, ADA 
accessibility, a new and shaded splash pad and a new 
entry. There will also be new, inclusive play equipment 
that can accommodate children of all abilities.

Additional proposed improvements include updat-
ing the bathroom, adding picnic tables  to the park 
and painting the pavilion and adding electrical access 
and lighting. Some proposed safety features including, 
more lighting in the 70-space parking lot and a traffic 
calming speed table at the park entrance.

Renovations of the park will take place in phases over 
multiple years. Phase one of the transformations is cur-
rently estimated to cost $2.5 million and is being fund-
ed by the Parks and Stormwater Sales Tax. Bids for the 
project will be solicited in April. 

Parks are shared public spaces that bring people to-
gether of all ages and build a sense of community,” said 
Valero. “Using funds from the Parks and Stormwater 
Sales Tax approved by voters in November 2020, the 

city can invest in making these improvements to Mil-
lennium Park, one of Creve Coeur’s largest and most 
popular parks.”
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$2.5 million renovations at Millennium Park in Creve Coeur will begin 
in the fall of this year and continue through spring of next year

Millennium makeover By Wendy Todd
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Work on the renovations for Millennium Park will begin in the fall of this 
year and continue through spring of next year.
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United Way and partners providing free tax preparation for local residents  
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Writing is by its very nature a solitary pursuit.
I was blessed when our children were 

small to write a weekly column filled with stories 
about our family and musings on all things interest-
ing to me.  I also wrote human interest stories for 
several magazines and even had a joke published in 
Readers Digest.  At the urgings of a friend, I sent a 
few samples of daily meditations to the editor of a 
small publication, and was excited to be featured in 
the booklet for several years, and in reprint form af-
ter the publication ended.

Then I was working at “real jobs,” the newspaper 
I wrote for was discontinued, and magazines were 
becoming things of the past.  I was busy, and the urge 
to write lay dormant for the most part.

When I retired, my coworkers gave me a beauti-
ful quilt with a book motif, and on it were stitched 
words each of them graciously offered about our time 
together.  I needed to write about my retirement gift 
and the love I felt for each of my coworkers.  Their 
generosity spurred me to find new magazines to con-
tact, websites, and blog posts that accepted the type 
of material that I seem drawn to write.  By that time, 
we had been blessed with seven grandchildren: new 
material!  I began writing again, with very modest 
success.

A couple of years ago, I queried this free weekly 
newspaper that I came across at the grocery store, 
and I was offered a spot in the senior living section 
of The Community News, which prides itself on pos-
itive local news.  I was home again.  And I love run-
ning into old friends at the grocery store who have 
been reading my columns without my ever knowing, 
and confess to laughing (and crying) at all the per-
fect spots. You make my life happy!

But back to the solitary pursuit of writing.  I’ve 
wondered at times just how many people will ever 
read my words, if I’d made any impact with the piec-
es I’ve fretted over and hoped would make their way 
to someone who might need a smile.  

And then, when I needed it most, I had an email 
from my baby sister who was on a “girls” trip to 
Florida hundreds of miles away with several of her 
friends at a villa owned by the mother of one of her 
friends. The mother passed away a couple of years 
ago, and the family had slowly been going through 
her possessions in preparation for the sale of the vil-
la.  If they were going to vacation at the villa, it had 
to be then.

My sister, Donna, said all five of them wanted to 
visit the villa as support for their friend, and had 
decided beforehand how they would split up their 
sleeping arrangements between two bedrooms and a 
Murphy bed in the family room.

In the email, Donna said as she carried her lug-
gage into the bedroom she was sharing with one of 
her friends, she noticed a small booklet lying on the 
nightstand and couldn’t believe her eyes.  She sent an 
accompanying picture showing my soul exactly what 
it had been seeking.

It was a 2013 reprinted copy of the daily medita-
tion booklet I had written for so many years ago, 
with a bookmark inserted in the pages.

Lying on the nightstand, in the bedroom of a wom-
an I had never met, my name included with others 
on the title page, my meditations having lived in its 
pages, was the proof I had been searching for.  My 
words had made a difference.

And so, I write.
 Vicki Bahr is an inveterate word 

lover and story sharer, a published 
author in magazine, newspaper 
and blog forms. As a mom of four, 
grandma of nine, and wife of one 
for 50 years, she finds that inspira-
tion and wonder are everywhere.

The opinions expressed in this 
column are the columnist’s alone 
and do not reflect the opinion of 
the owners or staff of Community 
News.

Please let me make a difference

Still In This Together:Still In This Together: By Vicki Bahr

The Florissant St. Patrick’s Parade Committee is host-
ing the Second Annual Florissant St. Patrick’s Parade, 
Festival and 5K Run on March 12. 

The 5K run will start at 9 a.m. which will begin at 
the Duchesne Home Association (formerly the KOC 
Grounds) located at 50 rue St. Francois. 

The St. Patrick’s Parade will start at 12 p.m. beginning 
at Bangert Park located at 275 S. New Florissant Road 
and end at the Duchesne Home Association Grounds. 
This year’s Parade Marshal will be Ron Scanlon, Com-
mander of the VFW Post 4105 and 2022 Florissant Vet-
eran of the Year. 

The festival will start at 11 a.m. and end at 6 p.m. 
and will be held at the Duchesne Home Association 
Grounds. There will be live music, Irish dancers and 
plenty of family friendly entertainment. 

Florissant Mayor Tim Lowery added, “I really appre-
ciate the hard work and commitment the committee 
members have done in getting everything planned and 
organized. We are proud to partner with the Florissant 
St. Patrick’s Day Committee. Everyone is looking for-
ward to another great event in our city.” 

A group of Florissant residents have been meeting 
regularly and in January 2021 formed a nonprofit en-
titled “Society for St. Patrick’s Day Parade Florissant 
MO.” 

For more information on all the events that are 
planned for that day please visit www.florissantstpat-
ricksparade.com.

Second Annual Florissant 
St. Patrick’s Parade, 
Festival and 5K Run set 
for March 12

The St. Louis Area Diaper Bank will hold its third 
annual Bloody Mary Brunch on March 26 from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. The event – which includes Bloody 
Mary and mimosa bar and light brunch – will be 
held at the Diaper Bank’s headquarters located at 
6141 Etzel Ave. and is for those 21 years of age and 
older. Tickets are $50 per person, and all monetary 
donations will go to support the Diaper Bank’s peri-
od supply program, which helps nearly one million 
girls and women annually with period kits.

Attendees will have the interactive opportunity 
to count, sort, and pack period supply kits for lo-
cal school partners. Other activities include raffles, a 
glitterati selfie station, special guest speaker Jennifer 
Gaines from Alliance for Period Supplies, and a brief 
presentation about the agency’s efforts to end period 
poverty in St. Louis.

The period supply program distributes period sup-
plies through community partners and advocates for 
the elimination of “period poverty.”  To date more 

than two million period supplies have been distrib-
uted in St. Louis, with 75,000 period supplies allocat-
ed each week.  Two-thirds of low-income women in 
St. Louis cannot afford menstrual hygiene products, 
with 46% of low-income women having to choose 
between food and period supplies.

Founded in 2014, the St. Louis Area Diaper Bank 
provides diaper and period supply access to the re-
gion’s low-income families, as well as raises commu-
nity awareness about the causes and consequences of 
diaper need and period poverty.  The nonprofit is a 
member of the National Diaper Bank Network and 
its sister organization Alliance for Period Supplies, 
a nationwide nonprofit dedicated to eliminating di-
aper need and “period poverty” in America.  The 
period supply program ensures access to menstrual 
hygiene products, which allows full participation in 
daily life with dignity. 

For more information about the Bloody Mary 
Brunch or to donate, call 314-624-0888.

St. Louis Area Diaper Bank hosts third annual 
Bloody Mary Brunch



EVENTS

March 7: Estate planning 
seminar
“Estate Planning 101: Avoid 
the Common Mistakes,” 
presented by Dawn Christ-
offersen, Counselor at Law, 
takes place at 10 a.m. at Steve 
Robbins’ Conference Cen-
ter at 325 Rue St. Francois in 
Florissant. The event is free 
but registration is required. 
To RSVP call Joan at 314-839-
4600, email: Joan@SteveRob-
binsOnline.com or register 
online at www.SteveRobbin-
sOnline.com.

March 28: Long-term 
care planning seminar
Long-Term Care Planning 
event, presented by Ellen M. 
Lutzow, Attorney at Law, 
takes place at 10 a.m. at Steve 
Robbins’ Conference Cen-
ter at 325 Rue St. Francois in 
Florissant. The event is free 
but registration is required. 
To RSVP call Joan at 314-839-
4600, email: Joan@SteveRob-
binsOnline.com or register 
online at www.SteveRobbin-
sOnline.com.

April 27: Shred event
Shred Day! Drive, Drop and 
Donate takes place from 12 
to 1:30 p.m. at Steve Robbins’ 
Office Parking Lot at 325 Rue 
St. Francois in Florissant. 
Help us support T.E.A.M. 
Food Pantry while cleaning 
out your old documents. If 
you are able, please bring a 
minimum of one canned food 
item for each bag or box you 
would like to shred. If you 
are unable to make it during 
this time, you are welcome 
to drop off your documents 
and canned items throughout 
that morning.

RECURRING  
EVENTS

Weekdays: Food pantry 
volunteers needed

The Harvey Kornblum Jewish 
Food Pantry is in need of on-
going adult volunteers to sort 
food, stock shelves and shop 
with clients.  Two-to-four 
hour shifts are available, Mon-
day-Friday 8:45 a.m.-3:45 p.m. 
To learn more or to join this 
fun group, contact Chelsey 
Banaskavich at 314-513-1674 
or cbanaskavich@jfcs-stl.org.

Mondays: Choral Arts 
Group meetings
Choral Arts Group practices 

every Monday from 7 to 9 
p.m. at Connection Chris-
tian Church at 1332 Feise Rd. 
in O’Fallon. Auditions not 
required. Ages high school 
and older are invited to join. 
There will be spring and fall 
public concerts. For more 
information call Marty at 
636-579-9227, or email con-
certartsa@gmail.com.

Mondays: City council 
meetings
City of Pine Lawn holds regu-

lar city council meetings at 
city hall at 6250 Steve Marre 
Ave. in Pine Lawn on the 
second Monday of the month 
at 6:30 p.m. The meetings are 
open to the public.

Mondays: Workshop 
meetings
City of Pine Lawn holds regu-
lar workshop meetings at city 
hall at 6250 Steve Marre Ave. 
in Pine Lawn on the fourth 
Monday of the month at 6:30 
p.m. The meetings are open 

to the public.

Mondays: A cappella 
singers 
All men who like to sing are 
invited to come sing with 
us, The Men of Harmony.  
We practice every Monday 
night at 7 p.m. at 5500 Parker 
Raoad which is the first house 

on Uthe Lane.  We sing four-
part harmony a capella (with-
out accompaniment).  We 
sing some traditional songs, 
as well as show tunes and 
more contemporary music.  
We do perform for the public 
at various functions.  Persons 
interested can come right on 
in or for more information 
call Al at 314-993-6134.

Send your event to editor@mycnews.com and we'll print it!

CROSSWORD answers from page F-4 SUDOKU answers from page F-1

What’s Happening  5www.mycnews.com   •   Community News – St. Louis County   •   February 15, 2023

NEWNEW

www.occsi.com

www.VillageNorthRetirement.org

www.westcommunitycu.org



February 15, 2023   •   Community News – St. Louis County   •   www.mycnews.com6   School

6   Around Town

A collaborative program aimed 
to meet the workforce needs of the 
highly specialized aerospace manu-
facturing sector has been named a fi-
nalist for the 2023 Bellwether Award. 

The Boeing St. Louis Pre-employ-
ment Training program, led by St. 
Louis Community College’s Work-
force Solutions Group, is one of the 
finalists for the prestigious Bellweth-
er Award in the Workforce Develop-
ment category. The awards will be 
presented during the Community 
College Futures Assembly Feb. 26-28 
in San Antonio, Texas.  

The Bellwether Awards annually 
recognize outstanding and inno-
vative programs and practices that 
are successfully leading community 
colleges into the future. Winners and 
finalists are invited to join the presti-
gious Bellwether College Consortium. 

The award in the Workforce De-
velopment category recognizes public and/or private 
strategic alliances and partnerships that promote 
community and economic development. 

The problem and the solution 
To support new program contracts and program 

growth, as well as address a talent shortage due to re-
tirements, Boeing needed to create a sustainable pipe-
line for future hiring. To solve this problem, Boeing 
St. Louis and STLCC’s Workforce Solutions Group 
partnered in 2007 on the Boeing St. Louis Pre-Em-
ployment program to train candidates to work as air-
craft assembly mechanics.   

As part of this program, STLCC instructional de-
signers teamed up with Boeing to develop two path-
ways: Sheet Metal Assembler, Riveter (SMAR) and 
Composites Technology.  

SMAR training requires 200 contact hours; com-
posites technology, 120 hours. Both also require eight 
hours of teambuilding and four hours of interview 
skills. STLCC staff also assist students with updating 
and revising their resumes in preparation for the Boe-
ing application process.  

Upon successful completion of the program, grad-
uates are guaranteed an interview with Boeing; how-
ever, jobs are not guaranteed. Additionally, students 
can receive nine credit hours for the SMAR course. 
Those who have a mathematics class credit on their 
transcripts may apply for a Certificate of Specializa-
tion in STLCC’s Skilled Trades Industrial Occupa-
tions Technology program. Credit for the composites 
technology program also can be pursued.   

This is Boeing’s only pre-employment program of 
its kind in the country.   

“Through our collaboration with St. Louis Commu-
nity College, the Pre-Employment Training program 
has helped more than 1,000 workers in the St. Louis 
region develop important skills to create viable career 
pathways at Boeing and in the manufacturing indus-
try,” said Paisley Matthews, air dominance vice presi-
dent of manufacturing and safety at Boeing St. Louis. 
“Boeing is proud of the strong, long-lasting, positive 
impact this program and partnership have in the com-
munity where our employees live and work. Our goal 

is to launch 1,000 more careers in the years to come.” 
Jeff L. Pittman, Ph.D., STLCC chancellor, echoed 

the same sentiments.  
“Boeing’s participation and partnership is key to the 

success of this program, which epitomizes the strong 
collaboration between the business sector and both 
the workforce and credit side of the college,” he said. 
“These types of partnerships are the future for com-
munity colleges, and STLCC is expanding similar re-
lationships with companies in several other sectors, 
including health care, IT, financial services, hospitali-
ty management and biotechnology.” 

According to Becky Epps, manager of STLCC’s 
Center for Workforce Innovation, a unique benefit of 
the program is the fact that it is led by instructors who 
bring years of real-world experience to the classroom.  

“When developing this program, we knew it was 
imperative to have high-quality instructors, so we 
sought to hire Boeing retirees to serve on our staff,” 
she said. “Their knowledge of the very specialized 
aerospace manufacturing industry, combined with 
their enthusiasm for teaching, is invaluable.” 

All costs for the program are covered by Boeing, 
which enables students to complete it with no out-of-
pocket expenses. Moreover, students receiving unem-
ployment are eligible to continue receiving benefits 
while in training since the program is approved by 
Missouri’s Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education.  

To cast a wider net of prospects and make the pro-
gram inclusive to women and high school students, 
Boeing and STLCC also implemented the Women in 
Aerospace Manufacturing program and the Second 
Semester High School Senior program. This program 
allows high school students to simultaneously attend 
the training program and high school with the poten-
tial of a job offer after graduation.  

The results  
In 2022, Boeing St. Louis and STLCC celebrated a 

major milestone -- the 1,000th job placement of the 
program. Since its inception, 1,321 individuals have 
graduated from the program, and Boeing has hired 
1,082 of the graduates. 

Riverview Gardens 
School District an-
nounced the appoint-
ment of Tiffany Pat-
ton, Ed.D. as the new 
professional develop-
ment coordinator. 

Patton will oversee 
the district’s initia-
tives to develop and 
revise the curriculum 
to align with state 
standards and dis-
trict goals for student 
achievement. She will 
also provide teaching, assessment and professional de-
velopment support for teachers.

“Tiffany Patton is a talented and experienced educa-
tional leader,” said Stacey Nichols, Ed.D., assistant su-
perintendent of Curriculum and Instruction. “We are 
excited to welcome her back to the RGSD family!”

One of the district’s key initiatives under Patton’s 
guidance will be to provide educational leadership to 
create and maintain a school atmosphere that supports 
and encourages the personal and educational growth 
of students. 

Prior to her appointment, Patton served as a prin-
cipal in the Hazelwood District and school leader at 
KIPP St. Louis. 

“I am excited to return to the district that gave me 
the opportunity to start this journey as an educator 16 
years ago when I was hired as a third-grade teacher at 
Danforth,” Patton stated.

“One of the most exciting parts of my role is leading 
the acknowledgment and celebration of teachers across 
the district. It is important that educators feel valued, 
seen, and appreciated,” she added.

Patton earned a bachelor’s degree in Elementary Ed-
ucation from the University of Missouri - St. Louis. She 
later earned a master’s degree in Educational Adminis-
tration and a doctorate in Educational Leadership from 
Saint Louis University. 

Boeing/STLCC program named finalist for 
Bellwether Award  

Riverview Gardens names 
professional development 
coordinator

www.midwestbankcentre.com/cds/cn

Students work on projects in the composites technology pathway of the Boeing St. Louis Pre-employ-
ment Training program. 

Submitted photo

Photo courtesy Riverview Gardens School District 
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Fill in the blank squares in the grid, making sure that 
every row, column and 3-by-3 box includes all the 

digits 1 through 9.

– SUDOKU –

By Steve Bryan

Born and raised in 
South St. Louis, Steve 
Bryan is now based in 
Anaheim, California, 

and has been allowed 
access to movie and 
television sets to see 
actors and directors 
at work. Though his 

writing has taken him 
far from St. Louis, 

Steve is, at heart, still 
the same wide-eyed kid 

who spent countless 
hours watching classic 

movies at neighborhood 
theaters.

Movie:

SEE ANSWERS PAGE 5

In 2019, Marvel and 
the Walt Disney 

Company were the undis-
puted box office champions.   
After 12 years of planning 
and execution, “Avengers: 
Endgame” packed theater 
seats and generated $2.8 bil-
lion at the box office.  Dis-
ney Studios followed that 
with Jon Favreau’s live-ac-
tion adaptation of “The 
Lion King,” “Toy Story 4” 
and “Spider Man: Far from 
Home.”  As the Christmas 
holidays approached, “Star 
Wars: Episode IX: The Rise 
of Skywalker” attracted fans 
while Elsa, the Snow Queen, kept things chill 
in “Frozen II.”

After a banner year, movie attendance suf-
fered setbacks in 2020 because of the pan-
demic.  In 2023, however, the list of upcoming 
theatrical releases has been quite promising.  
Due in theaters on Feb. 17, “Ant-Man and the 
Wasp: Quantumania” shows Scott Lang (Paul 
Rudd) and Hope Van Dyne (Evangeline Lil-
ly) exploring the Quantum Realm.  Michael 
Douglas and Michelle Pfeiffer round out the 
cast as Hank Pym and Janet Van Dyne, the 
original Ant Man and the Wasp.  This film 
also introduces Jonathan Michael Majors as 
Kang the Conqueror, one of Marvel’s deadli-
est characters.

In 2022, Tom Cruise turbo-charged 
theaters with “Top Gun: Maverick,” the 
long-awaited sequel to the 1986 summertime 
blockbuster.  This summer, Cruise will star 
in “Mission: Impossible: Dead Reckoning 
Part One,” which picks up where “Mission: 
Impossible – Fallout” left off.  “Dead Reck-
oning” signals the beginning of the end for 
Ethan Hunt, Cruise’s iconic character in the 
“Mission: Impossible” universe.  “Mission: 
Impossible - Dead Reckoning Part One” has 
a current release date of July 14.

When it comes to horror, Wes Craven 
knows how to scare audiences.  He directed 
1996’s “Scream,” a decidedly different take on 
slasher films from past decades.  Kevin Wil-

liamson (“Dawson’s Creek”) 
wrote the script about a 
group of friends terrorized 
by a killer wearing a ghostly 
mask.  The film opened on 
Casey Becker (Drew Barry-
more) who was home alone 
in the town of Woodsboro 
when she received a deadly 
phone call from someone 
obsessed with horror films.  
“Scream VI,” the latest film, 
has been given a March 10 
release date.

Dwayne “The Rock” John-
son stirred up controversy 
with “Black Adam,” a com-
panion film to 2019’s “Sha-

zam!”  Johnson played Teth-Adam, a slave 
who had been imprisoned centuries earlier 
but showed his true colors in the 21st cen-
tury.  The jury has been out on whether or 
not the film was a huge bomb, even with 
Henry Cavill’s surprise cameo as Superman.  
The outlook for “Shazam! Fury of the Gods” 
looked brighter with Zachary Levi reprising 
the role of Shazam.  Due to unusual strategic 
moves from Warner Bros. Discovery’s CEO 
David Zaslav, it’s hard to tell when – or if – 
that film will be released.

If all goes well, though, Ant-Man, Tom 
Cruise, Scream and Shazam should appear 
in theaters and make 2023 an exciting year 
at the movies.

2023 movie preview: Ant-Man, Tom Cruise, Shazam return to theaters

Directions: 

Combine all ingredients in a food processor and pulse until 
smooth.  If you do not have a food processor, you can combine 
all ingredients in a bowl and whisk together until smooth.  
Cover and chill for 30 minutes.

Serve chilled with your choice of raw veggies, crackers, or any 
other snack you like to dip and enjoy!

Ingredients: 

8 oz. light cream cheese, 
softened

½ cup light mayonnaise

½ cup Greek yogurt, plain

2 green onions, diced

¼ cup fresh parsley, finely 
chopped

2 Tbsp. fresh dill, finely 
chopped 

½ tsp. salt

¼ tsp. pepper

Recipe: Stay on track with dairy snacks

For more information on power packed dairy snacks, visit www.stldairycouncil.org

Every January, individuals create New Year’s resolutions to help 
keep them on track for the upcoming year. Despite the drop in 

resolve, there are still ways to stay on track not only during February, 
but also throughout the entire year. One simple way is by powering 
up with dairy snacks.

“Even if an individual is no longer following a certain diet or health 
plan, adding dairy every day can help maintain physical strength 
and health while reaching the recommended three servings,” states 
registered dietitian Maggie Cimarolli.  

Creamy Veggie Dip
Packed full of protein and delicious flavors, 
this creamy veggie dip just made snacking 

even better!

Prep Time: 10 minutes  |  Yield: 12 servings

‘‘Ant-Man and the Wasp: Quantumania’ photo courtesy Marvel Studios
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

– CHECK US OUT AT WWW.MYCNEWS.COM –

STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

         facebook.com/
         mycnews

LIKE US TODAY!

COLLECTIBLES

SERVICES

Say this prayer 9 times a day for 9 days, 
then publish. Your prayers will be 

answered. 
It has never been known to fail.

PRAYER TO ST. JUDE
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be 

adored, glorified, loved and preserved 
throughout the world, now and 

forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus, have 
mercy on us.  St. Jude, Worker of 

Miracles, Pray for us. St. Jude, Helper of 
the Hopeless, Pray for us.

Thank you, St. Jude. R.H.

www.memoryparkpetcemetery.info

PET CEMETERY
over 4,000 pet burials;  

over 6 acres; over 60 yrs 
old.  314-576-3030

www.memoryparkpetcemetery.info

NOVENA

SINGERS WANTED

www.concertarts.org

EOE

8am – 3pm (35hrs./wk.) 
Mon-Fri $13.50/hr. 

Eligible for Medical, Dental,  
Retirement Savings, 

13pd holidays, 17 days PTO, 
Life Ins & more. 

Must be able Must be able to lift 40 lbs.  oor to 
waist and stand for up to 4hrs.  

H/S Diploma or equiv. 
Pre-emp. B/C & Drug Test. COVID19 
& Hep A Vaccinations required. 

Call (636) 207-4231 or 
e-mail: Lreich@agingahead.org

FOOD SERVICE 
CUSTODIAL/DISHWASHER
SENIOR COMMUNITY CENTER 

QUAD CITIES, MO



www.scrubbydutch.comwww.treesbywoody.net

www.danneggerbrothers.com

Dannegger Brothers 
Contracting, Inc

Insured | Experienced | Local | Quality

• Foundation & 
Basement Repairs

• Waterproofing
• Piering
• Mudjacking
• Stress Bracing 
• Concrete Flatwork
314-993-1833
www.DanneggerBrothers.com

www.semopest.com

CLASSIFIEDS
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CHECK US 
OUT AT 

WWW
.MYCNEWS.

COM

Published Every Week  
Since 1921

Family-Owned &  Operated

www.MYCNEWS.com

Our FREE publications are 
available in over 39 

convenient supermarket 
locations,  including every 
Schnucks and Dierbergs

AREAS OF CIRCULATION
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Apparently China just 
threw some kind of 

major shindig and one 
of their party favors 
tore loose and es-
caped. Hmm, some 
leftover from a New 
Year’s bash maybe?

Those guys sure 
know how to have fun, I 
mean this thing was the size 
of three city buses. What kind of 
celebration needs that big of a balloon un-
less you’re King Kong. When’s his birthday any-
way?

Of course, all accusations of it being a spy bal-
loon have been denied. I guess maybe the thing 
just broke off its tether and drifted away – conve-
niently towards Alaska. It then made a sharp right 
at Canada and floated down to Montana.

Let’s see now, Alaska and Montana, two of the 
least populated places if you’re a spy craft trying 
to sneak into the U.S. undetected. But we’re not 
supposed to make any rash judgments.

Here’s what’s even more disturbing, we have the 
most advanced technology on the planet and this 
snoopy bag of gas was spotted by some civilians 
with binoculars! Well call me blind and slap on a 
pair of skepticals, but is this how we’re supposed 
to believe it actually was discovered:

“Hey Norm, take a look at this. I think I may 
have just spotted a white-bellied angry bird up in 
the sky.”

“Naw Earl, wrong time of year. What you’ve got 
there is an ingenious part of a duplicitous smug-
gling racket.”

“You think?”
“I’m positive. That’s one of them there spy bal-

loons you see in the 007 movies.”
“Well, I’ll be a monkey’s knuckle. What do you 

think they’d be smuggling in?”

“Something highly valuable, 
extremely rare and exceedingly 

lucrative.”
“Noo…you don’t mean?!”

“Ya, I mean just that. 
Piece it all together 
and it makes perfect 
sense. Only a devi-

ous mind would think 
to make their inflatable 

blend in with the same colors 
as the clouds.”

“You’re telling me that they’d have the nerve 
to smuggle in that white illegal contraband right 
over our very noses?!”

“Oh ya, I mean just that.”
“White gold?!”
“Yes…eggs!”
“Now that explains everything. Don’t suppose 

we should shoot it down should we?”
“Nope, I’m sure the Air Force will intercept its 

radio signals and scramble them.”
“Not a good idea.”
“Huh? Why’s that?”
“Cause nobody should ever scramble anything 

when dealing with three busloads of eggs.”
Cindy Moore is the moth-

er of three superlative kids, 
servant of two self-indulgent 
felines and wife to one nif-
ty husband. Her ficticious 
occupation? Archeological 
Humorist: someone who 
unearths absurdity and hi-
larity in strange and unusu-
al places including public  
restrooms, the lint fil-
ter, and church meet-
ings. Most recently, she excavated a find in her  
neighbor’s bird feeder.

The opinions expressed in this column are Cindy 
Moore’s alone and do not reflect the opinion of the 
owners or staff of Community News.

‘Yeggs’ is a comic series about Robert and Bill, two rabbits who have opened their own egg franchise in the 
Midwest (St. Louis area). We follow their day to day lives, watching as they go about the hectic task of preparing 
for their one big day every year. Along the way they have adventures filled with fun, comic doings and pathos.

By Cindy MooreMoore on Life

John HannaYeggsYeggs

ACROSS
1. “Without further ____,” 
pl.
5. Sweet 16 gift
8. Steps to the river, in 
India
12. *Michael Bublé’s 
“____ the Last Dance 
for Me”
13. Bigger than big
14. Nonkosher
15. Big-ticket one
16. October birthstone
17. *#5 Down’s target
18. *Reason to celebrate 
Lupercalia, Valentine’s Day 
predecessor
20. Make over
21. Omit
22. Hexagonal fastener
23. December birthstone, 
pl.
26. Most gemütlich
30. Ed.’s request
31. Two dots above a letter
34. Brussels org.
35. Church recesses
37. ____ or chicken?
38. Encourage (2 words)
39. What hoarders do
40. He crossed the Rubicon
42. Jet follower
43. English county courts, 
in the olden days
45. Gentlemen’s 

gentlemen
47. Chop off
48. Paparazzo’s quest
50. Port in Yemen
52. *Heart-shaped box 
content
56. Range
57. Top notch
58. Baron Munchhausen, 
e.g.
59. Journalists and 
reporters
60. Speed unit
61. All is well that does 
this well
62. Bald eagle’s nest
63. Ever, to a poet
64. Tinkerbell’s powder

DOWN
1. “Clueless” catch phrase
2. *Get-together
3. End of a break-up phrase
4. Explosive of 
Czechoslovakian origin
5. *Winged one
6. September stone
7. Bank on
8. *____ card
9. Not tails
10. ‘70s hairdo
11. Sylvester, to Tweety
13. Wholism, alt. sp.
14. Monotonous hum
19. Intestinal obstruction

22. “Wayne’s World” 
catchphrase
23. Japanese port
24. Necklace clasp 
location, pl.
25. Affirmatives
26. *Kisses’ partners
27. National emblem
28. Type of weasel
29. BBQ tool
32. Pasturelands
33. Accompanies wisdom?
36. *a.k.a. St. Valentine’s 
Malady
38. *Muse of love poetry
40. Large edible 
mushroom
41. Long-legged shore bird
44. Regions
46. Bummed about
48. Bell’s invention
49. Laurels
50. Homesteader’s 
measure
51. Active one
52. Soap block
53. Hokkaido language
54. Small amounts
55. Formerly, formerly
56. *Romantic destination

SEE ANSWERS ON PG. 5 

CROSSWORD:  VALENTINE’S DAY

Eye spy in Eye spy in 
the skythe sky
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